gmbassy of Saudj
Saudi Health Mission Arabie

United States and Canada

News Update

A monthly message issued by the Saudi Health Mission, Volume 6 Number 1, Jumada Thani, 1430 June 2009

oo¥?!

General Sunervisor: Mr. Suliman Al Shuaibi  Editor-In-Chief: Dr. Howaida Hashim. Editor: Ms. Haifa Al-Mubarak

World No-Tobacco Day

The Kingdom launched a series of programs through its 20 health regions to educate the community about
the health dangers posed by cigarettes and to concentrate on the doctors’ role in encouraging the smokers to
quit the deadly habit. Coinciding with the World Health Organization (WHO) "No-Tobacco Day" observed
annually on May 31, the campaign was supported by public and private sectors: The Ministry of Health,
National Guard, and other clinics and pharmacies have extended their
helping hand to the campaign. This year's WHO theme was “Tobacco
Health Warnings”, with an emphasis on picture warnings that have been
shown to be effective at making people aware of the risks of tobacco use.

Governments throughout the world are putting pressure on cigarette
companies to graphically describe the dangers of smoking. Tobacco is the
second major cause of death in the world and is currently responsible for
about 5 million deaths each year worldwide.

Smoking

WHO urges standard diarrhea vaccine for children

The number of smokers in Saudi Arabia The World Health Organization recommended on Friday

has increased to six million, including
600,000 women and 772,000 teenage
smokers. Some 42,000 tons of tobacco are
imported annually for local consumption in
the Kingdom. Considering the enormity of
the problem, the Ministry of Health has
established a separate department to
combat
smoking and it
maintains 35
anti-smoking
clinics in the
Kingdom. If
needed, this
would be

increased to 200 during the next five years.
By: Editor-in-chief, Dr. Howaida Hashim

that oral rotavirus vaccines be included in all national
immunization programs to avert half a million diarrhoeal
deaths and two million hospitalizations a year. Children in
Europe and the Americas have had access to the rotavirus
vaccine for three years but it had previously not been
tested in and approved for low-income settings where the
dehydrating disease is most lethal. More than 85 percent
of all diarrnea deaths occur in Africa and Asia, where
patchy medical coverage means children with severe cases
often don’t receive rehydration treatment in time to survive.
The first vaccine developed to fight rotavirus, sold by
Wyeth, was pulled from the market in 1999 after it was
linked to a rare, life-threatening type of bowel obstruction
known as intussusception. The Merck and Glaxo vaccines
do not have that problem. AN, sat, 6" June 2009
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