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Modalities of national
health care plan being
worked out

The Kingdom has drawn up a national

health plan on the instructions of Custodian

of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah, said Health
Minister Hamad Al-Manie while inaugurating a symposium
on the role of Saudi doctors in the health system.

"The ministry has approved the health plan and it has been
forwarded to a committee of experts to work out the
modalities," said Al-Manie. He added that the new plan is
designed to coordinate the work among service providers,
financiers and beneficiaries. The minister said that it took
two years for the ministry officials to prepare the plan.
According to the new plan, the ministry will have a board in
each health region to evaluate and supervise the
implementation of public health care services. "The
respective bodies will directly report to the ministry
headquarters in the capital," he said.

Al-Manie said 42 new hospitals have been established and
40 more will be completed by the end of the year.

A coordinating body will be set up to monitor the services
of the hospitals throughout the Kingdom and a national
health fund will also be set up this year.

The seminar, sponsored by the Health Services Council, was
held in Dammam in association with the GCC Health
Ministers Council, the Saudi Society for Family and
Community Medicine and the General Directorate of
Health.

“I have metal fillings in my teeth. My refrigerator
magnets keep pulling me into the kitchen.
That’s why I can’t lose weight!”

The Director of the King Faisal Foundation,
Prince Khaled Al-Faisal announced the
winners of the King Faisal Award for the
year 2009. In the category of Medicine, the
prize was granted to Ronald Levy from the
United States; Prof. Levy is the head of the
Division of Oncology at Stanford University
Medical School's Department of Medicine. In
his more recent work, Levy has used the
patient's immune system to mount
immune responses against the patient's
own cancer cells. The ability of a patient
to elicit immune responses against his or
her own tumor cells by vaccinating the
patient against the malignancy is likely to
become a more effective way for longer
lasting and more efficient therapy.
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